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Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Jan. 3 

You know, Saddam Hussein—hopefully 
he realizes we’re serious, and hopefully he 
disarms peacefully. He’s a danger to the 
American people. He’s a danger to our 
friends and allies. For 11 long years, the 
world has dealt with him. And now he’s 
got to understand, his day of reckoning is 
coming. And therefore, he must disarm vol-
untarily. I hope he does. 

All right, let’s go get a coffee. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:14 p.m. 
during a walking tour of the Bush Ranch. 
In the exchange, the President referred to 
President Jiang Zemin of China; Chairman 
Kim Chong-il of North Korea; and President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
exchange.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Libya 
January 2, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the Libya emergency is 
to continue in effect beyond January 7, 
2003, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice continuing this 
emergency was published in the Federal
Register on January 4, 2002 (67 FR 637).

The crisis between the United States and 
Libya that led to the declaration on January 
7, 1986, of a national emergency has not 
been resolved. Despite the United Nations 
Security Council’s suspension of U.N. sanc-
tions against Libya upon the Libyan govern-
ment’s hand-over of the Pan Am 103 

bombing suspects, Libya has not yet com-
plied with its obligations under U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolutions 731 (1992), 748 
(1992), and 883 (1993), which include 
Libya’s obligation to accept responsibility 
for the actions of its officials and pay com-
pensation.

For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to Libya 
and maintain in force the comprehensive 
sanctions against Libya to respond to this 
threat.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Janu-
ary 3. The notice of January 2 is listed in 
Appendix D at the end of this volume. 
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